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"Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will show thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee."
Deuteronomy 32: 7

-Report to the American Baptist Home Mission Society-

. . . (From Rev. O.C. Wheeler,
Baptist Historical Research San Francisco, California, June 1, 1849)

Number 2

1872 Circular Letter Sacramento River On entering my field, I found but one public room in the town, and that was
Baptist Assoc.—E. Waller occupied three times on the Sabbath. Building materials and labor bore such a price as to preclude
1872 Circular Letter—Pacific Baptist Assoc. the possibility of erecting a building of any sort, and even a tent of sufficient dimensions to
C. L. Fisher accommodate a hundred people would have cost at least $250; hence, I was obliged to wait till a
1874 Circular Letter—Sacramento River Christian brother’s house could be put in a condition to occupy for the purpose of public worship.
Bapt. Assoc.—Wm Thompson This required more time than we anticipated. You have but little idea how slow men work when they

1877 Circular Letter—Pacific Baptist Assoc. are paid sixteen dollars a day. It was fitted up at length, and we now occupy it to the best advantage
by a Committee of Bros. Bateman, Saxton,
and Hitchcock

1877 Circular Letter—Pacific Baptist Assoc.—
Deacon M. Dozier

In Thislssue:

we can, for public worship and a Sabbath school which we have just commenced, but we need one,
already, for more commodious.

The accommodation I now enjoy for my family, would [sic.] command a rent of
$250 per month, though very small when compared with such as can be procured in New York for
$40 per month. They are provided by a good brother residing in the place.

1880 Circular Letter—Pacific Baptist Assoc.—
Uriah Gregory

It is impossible for me to describe, or you to conceive of, the state of society here.
An intensc excitement constantly pervades the community, growing out of the abundance of gold
around us, and tending to hurry them onward in almost every pursuit of life, too frequently, without
proper reference to the moral character of their acts. The success of some men in getting rich is
astonishing, I could name a dozen within my limited acquaintance who, within a year, have risen

from actual penury to the possession of $50,000. But thousands of others, especially at the mines,
are suffering very much. This state of things affects the religious interests of the place very
unfavorably; and yet there is a peculiar sort of interest in religion very prevalent. All seem glad to
have ministers here, and all speak encouragingly of establishing churches. When things get better

arranged among us, I think large congregations will be collected.

Although T am called upon, almost daily to visit the rising towns in the territory, I
can scarcely leave this place at all; the continual arrivals and frequent cases of sickness and death
demand my constant attendance and unremitting toil.

The vice and immorality which reign around me, - far surpassing anything 1 ever

Osgood Church Wheeler s , , ;
Cullifer Photo Fil saw before - would, but for Divine assistance, make my whole head sick and my whole heart faint,
but with that assistance, graciously vouchsafed, it is otherwise. The half-exhausted energics
- —‘—‘---.3_1*;_{..--"——- — ¥ remaining to me belong to God. To him they are consecrated, and for him they must be spent. “The

. . destruction that wasteth at noon™ - the miseries of the wicked in our streets, - present so much of a
Retyped by Sis. Brenda Vincent )
Faith Landmark MBC view of coming wrath, that all my powers are demanded in efforts to save men - pulling them out of

the fire. Do ask our Christian friends to remember us in their pravers.
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Systematic collection &

) Collection and evaluation of source material
evaluation of data

According to Wiersma(1986) a basic rule of
historical research is to use primary sources
whenever it is possible to locate them.

The sources of historical information are '
commonly classified as primary or secondary.
‘Primary sources are firsthand access of the '
events or experience under study; secondary
sources are accounts at least one level
remaved from the event or experience’
(Wiersma, 1996).

Historical evidence is derived from historical
data by the process of criticism, which is of ;
two types; external and internal.
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External Criticism ) Internal criticism
‘ExtLernal c:tids?‘d]:n hi;tc;:icgl esarch i i ‘Internal criticism evaluates the meaning, '
evalmtes the valkly af the decumant s 15, accuracy and trustworthiness of the content of

where, when and by whom it was produced’

: the document’ (Wiersoma, 1886, p.224).
(Wiersma, 1986, p.223).
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By Jahan Ara Shams

Steps in Historical Research

Historical research involves the following steps:

Identify an idea, topic or research question

Conduct a background literature review

Refine the research idea and questions

Determine that historical methods will be the method used

Identify and locate primary and secondary data sources

Evaluate the authenticity and accuracy of source materials

. Analyze the date and develop a narrative exposition of the findings.
(Berg & Lune, 2012, p.311)
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1872 Circular Letter
Sacramento River Baptist Association—E. Waller

1872 Sacramento River Baptist Association
CIRCULAR LETTER.

Dear Brethren of the Sacramento River Association:

Grace be unto you, and peace from God the Father and his Son, Jesus Christ.

Thanks be to God, the Giver of every good and perfect gift, for his goodness to us through the past year, more especially
for the tokens of hisfavor and grace which have added to our number many precious souls for whom Christ died.

But, brethren, as our numbersincrease, so does our responsibility, so should our influence. The Lord has blessed usin
enabling usto keep our Missionary in the field, his work has been a good work, but while he has labored faithfully, he has done
so under great disadvantage from the fact that as Baptists we have not (when separated from any visible organization) prepared
the ground for the reception of the Gospel. The question in need of answering is how can we now best aid himin .hiswork, so as
to insure success.

First - By sowing broadcast our religious literature. This any lover of truth can do. Advocates of error and superstition
realize the power of the press, and you may find their obnoxious documents thrust in your face even in the House of God. They
know that people will read the printed page, when they will not listen to the living voice. In the cars, on the public highways, you
will find tracts advocating the doctrines of a Joe Smith or a Miles Grant. By these means they gain convertsto their heresies,
while seldom can you find a tract pointing to the Lamb of God who taketh away the sins of the world. The children of thisworld
are wiser in their generation than the children of light.

Then again, we need our religious literature to keep before the people our views of Christian doctrine and practice. Peo-
ple should know what we have to say for ourselves as well as what others say of us. You can find (in so-called religious papers)
practice and doctrines imputed to Baptists which they repudiate, and truths to which they do hold perverted and misrepresented
to favor sectarian purposes. For thisreason you find intelligent persons who cannot tell the difference between a Baptist and
other sects who practice immersion. Now if we were more active to keep our literature "before the people’, our Ministers would
find it agreat deal easier to preach, and receive a heartier welcome.

Second - By our liberality - not to our Missionary only, but to any God appointed - means to help along the evangeliza-
tion of the world. True, we must not neglect him, for histime is not his own to employ in worldly pursuits. He is dependent upon
us, but our liberality must not stop here - our help is needed to supply the printed page, to supplement the preached word. You
know it takes money to keep the press running, and the brain and arm that works the press strong; for this reason we should pa-
tronize our printing office and publication house. If we fail in doing so, we need not cry out: - Poor paper! Poor paper! Anything
will be poor that is half starved. Such acry is awitness against ourselves. If we would prosper as a denomination, we must pa-
tronize our own establishments, buy our books there in preference to any other house, put ourselves out of the way alittle some-
times to forward the work of Christ, and PAY CASH. Y ou know when the Angel appeared to Cornelius, he says. "Thy prayers
and thy alms are come up for amemorial before God." There is that which withholdeth more than is meet and it tendeth to pov-
erty. "Freely ye have received, fregly give."

Third - By active personal effort. Many of our brethren travel a great distance in the course of the year upon personal
business - what a glorious opportunity to work for Jesus! But to do this we must carry our religion with us, we must not be
ashamed to own ourselves Christians and Baptists at that; always be earnest, honest, outspoken, ease-denying Christian gentle-
men, who feel that we are bought with a price - therefore, would glorify God in our bodies and spirits, which are His. Speak a
word for Jesus, sow beside all waters, take out our tracts and Evangels to supplement our words, and God will give the increase.

Fourth - By earnest prayer. "In everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving, let your requests be made
known unto God." But remember, our prayers never ascend any higher than our affections. Are those affections set upon earth?
our prayers cannot ascend to the Mercy Seat. Does desire fly upward? If we earnestly seek God's glory in the salvation of souls,
we will not only be diligent in business, but fervent in spirit. If we feel our own hel plessness without Divine aid, we shall "look
unto the hills from whence cometh our help." We MUST pray. We cannot help but PRAY if our souls are burdened under the
sense of our responsibility, and God has promised to answer prayer - the prayer of faith; and we must pray for a blessing upon
the labor of others as well as our own; for our Missionary when absent as when present. We always need each other's sympathy
and co-operation. "Bear ye one another's burdens and so fulfill the law of Christ."

Brethren, | commend you to God, and the word of his grace, which is able to build you up, and to give you an inheri-
tance among all them that are sanctified.

Respectively submitted,
E. Waller

Page 10 & 11 of the Minutes



1872 Circular Letter—Pacific Baptist Association
C. L. Fisher

BRO. FROST'S BIBLE READING.

Rev. A. J. Frost, of San Jose, then deeply interested and im-
pressed the audience with a Bible reading on the * Eight Togethers
with Christ:" * Crucified with Christ.”—Gal. i : 20, ¢ Quick-
ened Together.”—Cl. ii:13. * Raised together.”—Egh. ii: 6.
‘“ Beated together.”—Eph, ii; 6. Sufferers together.”"—Rom.
viii : 17. ** Heirs together.”—Rom. viii : 17. * Glorified together.”
—Rom. viii:17. “Living together.,”—1 Thess. v: 10. All of

( -L WM
Sougle

[18]
which is true of him that believeth. Bro. Frost's time was ex-

CharlesL. Fisher
Cullifer Photo Files _tended ten minutes by vote of the Convention.




1872 Circular Letter—Pacific Baptist Assoc.—Continued
1874 Circular Letter—Sacramento River Baptist Assoc.

1874 Sacramento River
Baptist Association

Circular Letter—

Dear Brethren of the Sacramento River Baptist Association:

At our last meeting you kindly invited me to write the
circular letter for this meeting, which | now submit.

Dear Brethren, another year hasrolled around, and with
it we have seen many changes. The Lord has been merciful to us,
and blessed us abundantly in all things. Some who met with us
last year have been called away to the better land to enjoy the
presence of the Lord, while we are left to labor in the world’s
harvest.

Dear Brethren, we are taught that there is a distinction
between the children of God and the children of the devil. For we
are taught that ““whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God,
neither he that loveth not his brother, for this is the message that
ye have heard from the beginning, that we should love one an-
other; for in this we know that we have passed from death unto
life, because we love the brethren; for he that loveth not his
brother, abideth in death.”

Here, brethren, is a contrast drawn between God’s chil-
dren and their opposers. God’s children may do wrong; but if
they do, we are told “That every son the Lord loveth He chas-
teneth, and there is a rod for the back of the transgressor; there-
fore, let us keep ourselves in the love of God, looking for the
mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ, unto eternal life.”” We are told
again, that “As the Father hath loved me, so have | loved you;
continue in my love.” Brethren, this love had its origin in a Di-
vine fountain in Heaven’s bliss, and by this love and fellowship
that we have one for another, teaches the world that we are
Christ’s disciples, and if we want to evangelize the world, we
must entertain a deep sympathetic fountain of love, that will be
continually welling up in a living fountain unto eternal life. We
must also be changed from the love of sin to a love of holiness, in
both heart, and life-practice; for the Apostle says, :If a man have
not the Spirit of Christ, he is none of His.”” Brethren, let me re-
mind you that the field is large, and waiting for ministers spotless
in life and practice, who will rise in the strength o the Lord, to
disseminate the blessed Gospel of Christ. And let us in all our
deliberations endeavor to spread the glorious truths of the Gospel
to the advancement of Christ’s Kingdom on Earth; and let there
be a long tidal wave of holiness sweeping over the mountains and
valleys of the Pacific slope; so that souls may be brought to a
knowledge of the truth, asit [is] in Christ Jesus. Oh! How sweet it
isfor the brethren to work together in unity of spirit.

WILLIAM THOMPSON

1874 Minutes—Pages 15 & 16




1877 Circular L etter—Pacific Baptist Assoc.
Bros. Bateman, Saxton, and A. Hitchcock

Scenes of San Franeisco
Pionoor Days In San Francisco
By Johm Williamson Palmer
Exafracted from:

Ueminry, ¥ol. XLIIL. Feh. 1692




1877 Circular L etter—Pacific Baptist Assoc.
Written by Deacon M. Dozier

Jim & | enjoying amorning brew before going to the GTU

Pages 10—12




1880 Circular L etter—Pacific Baptist Assoc.
Uriah Gregory

Pages 9—11

A few paragraphs were cut, not pertaining to
the Circular Letter

Cullifer Photo Files—




